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FOREWORD 

This booklet covers the various activities and achievements of the National Security 

Division for the financial 2016-2017. It would be appropriate to point out at the outset that 

National Security Division is a relatively new Division which was established in January 

2014 on the directives of the Prime Minister. In its initial phase, the Division remained 

engaged in setting up various administrative mechanisms to ensure its smooth functioning 

and to fulfil its mandate in line with the vital functions assigned to it under the Rules of 

Business 1973.   

 

The immediate task before National Security Division soon after establishment was 

to fulfill its foremost function of providing secretariat support to the National Security 

Committee, the principal decision making body on national security matters.  The Division 

discharged this responsibility efficiently and meetings of the NSC were convened as and 

when required by the political leadership. Since January 2014 to date, the Committee has 

met on thirteen (13) occasions, with four (4) meetings falling in the period under review.  

The meetings provided opportunity to the political and military leadership to discuss and make 

decisions on important national security issues including situation in Kashmir; relations 

with Afghanistan, India and US; implementation of NAP, CPEC and other pressing matters 

of internal and external security. 

 

Another task of vital task before the Division is to work on drafting the first ever national 

security policy of the country. National security is a multi-dimensional concept. It has to 

encompass all challenges that confront the state and its people. Need to undertake wide-

ranging consultations and an in-depth situation analysis has, therefore, been high on our 

agenda. Linkages and coordination mechanisms have been identified and put in place. The 

National Security Division has embarked on comprehensive discussions to understand, 

homogenize and draw a coherent picture for the preparation of National Security Policy.  
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Dialogue partners include Federal and provincial Divisions and Departments, 

Parliamentarians, Think Tanks, Professionals, and the civil society. 

As part of its overall mandate, the Division has initiated National Security Dialogue 

with international partners for enhancing understanding and cooperation on security 

matters. Dialogues have been held with Japan, Iran and Russia. Contacts have been 

established with Afghanistan, India and US. Consultations with Tajikistan, Nigeria and 

Egypt are in the pipeline. Besides, regular meetings are also held with foreign diplomats in 

Islamabad.  

  The Division has a lean structure but the assigned tasks are highly important and 

sensitive. This requires a watchful approach and liaison with relevant Ministries and 

organizations.   

 

These and other such activities are being documented here with the hope that it will 

serve as an important reference for the public, scholars, researchers and public sector 

entities. 

 

 

 

Aamir Ashraf Khawaja 

Secretary, National Security Division 

Islamabad 
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VISION 

We aim to develop Pakistan that is safe from all external and internal threats 

and where all Pakistanis would live together in peaceful coexistence and freely 

utilize their energies and talents for their individual and national advancement. 

 

MISSION 

Our endeavours are focused on integrating various initiatives for national 

peace, security and stability as well as social progress and economic prosperity into 

a common master plan based on principles and purposes of the Constitution of the 

Islamic Republic of Pakistan. Formulation and implementation of this master plan 

is a high priority for this newly created Division. In this connection, promotion of 

national consensus on various elements of national security is also important. As 

security becomes complex, need to promote international dialogue on its various 

facets is further highlighted. The Division also aims to build international synergies 

and cooperation on matters in security domain.  
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FUNCTIONS 

The following core functions have been assigned to the National Security Division 

under the Rules of Business 1973. 

 Function as Secretariat of the National Security Committee (NSC). 

 Convene meetings of the National Security Committee. 

 Collect, coordinate and collate proposals and input from all relevant 

Ministries and organizations for consideration of the NSC. 

 Formulate comprehensive National Security policy for approval of the 

National Security Committee. 

 Coordinate the implementation of strategies and policies approved by 

the NSC through relevant Ministries and organizations. 

 Formulate strategies and implement them in collaboration with 

Ministry of Information, Broadcasting and National Heritage to counter 

negative propaganda against Pakistan and its institutions through its 

internal and external publicity Wings, under the guidance of NSC. 

 Seek, analyze and utilize policy inputs from the Planning Committee 

on National Security, public and private sector think tanks and other 

experts in the fields of internal and external security, foreign affairs, 

defense and economy. 

 Brief the Parliament and its Committees on national security related 

issues.  

 Conduct national security dialogue with other countries in consultation 

with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; and  

 Interact with counterpart National Security Councils of other countries.  
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Composition of the National Security Committee 

 

The National Security Committee (NSC) is the principal decision making 

body on national security matters.  The NSC is supported by two sub-committees – 

a Planning committee and a Research Committee/Advisory Board. The former 

identifies issues and topics for research by the latter. The current composition of 

NSC is as follows:  

 

 

The Prime Minister Chairman 

Minister for Defence Member  

Minister for Finance Member 

Minister for Foreign Affairs Member 

Minister for Interior Member 

Minister for Information and Broadcasting Member 

National Security Adviser Member 

Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee Member 

Chief of the Army Staff Member 

Chief of the Naval Staff Member 

Chief of the Air Staff Member 

Secretary, National Security Division Secretary to NSC 
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ACTIVITIES/ACHIEVENETS 

 

Meetings of the National Security Committee 

 

 National Security Division coordinates and provides secretarial support to the 

meetings of the National Security Committee, which are convened from time to time 

on the directive of the Prime Minister. The Committee has met thirteen (13) times 

since its establishment in August 2013. Four meetings were held during the period 

under review, as briefly detailed below:  

Sixth meeting of NSC, 22nd July 2016 

The sixth meeting was convened mainly to review the situation in Indian Occupied 

Kashmir and to assess progress on the National Action Plan. The meeting 

unanimously expressed grave concern over the deteriorating situation in the Indian 

Occupied Kashmir in the wake of Martyrdom of indigenous Kashmiri freedom 

fighter Mr. Burhanuddin Muzaffar Wani. The meeting strongly condemned the 

subsequent continuing brutal oppression of the Indian security forces over innocent 

Kashmiris who have been peacefully protesting against this Martyrdom. The 

meeting resolved that Pakistan will approach the Human Rights Council of the 

United Nations on its own behalf and on behalf of OIC Contact Group on Kashmir 

to send a fact finding mission to Indian Occupied Kashmir for investigating the 

slaughter of innocent civilians and impose a ban on the use of pellet guns for 

dispersing people exercising their right to protest. The meeting called upon the 

international community to condemn these blatant human rights violations by Indian 

security forces and play their role in ensuring the realization of human rights of the 

Kashmiri people through fulfilling its commitments towards the people of Jammu 

and Kashmir under the UNSC resolutions.  
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While lauding the relentless and unmatched contributions and sacrifices of 

Pakistan’s armed forces and security personnel, particularly in the ongoing 

Operation Zarb-e-Azb, the meeting expressed satisfaction over the gains achieved 

so far in effectively ensuring national security. The meeting reaffirmed its resolve 

against elimination of terrorism and extremism from the motherland. The meeting 

appreciated the role of military and civil intelligence agencies against the nefarious 

designs of the international agencies and hostile countries. The meeting decided that 

effective border management system between Pakistan and Afghanistan should be 

introduced and enforced as it is in the interest of both the countries. 

 

Seventh meeting NSC, 4th October 2016 

The meeting was held in the backdrop of rising tensions on the LoC and the Indian 

claim of having conducted a surgical strike in Pakistan’s territory. The meeting 

reviewed the situation on the Line of Control and overall internal and external 

security situation of the country with particular reference to and operational 

preparedness of the armed forces. Expressing complete satisfaction over operational 

preparedness of the valiant armed forces, the forum resolved that the entire nation 

stands shoulder to shoulder with its armed forces and will ensure defence of the 

country at any cost. The meeting reiterated that the people of Indian Occupied 

Kashmir were struggling for their inalienable right of self-determination guaranteed 

by the UNSC resolutions, which cannot be suppressed through brutal oppression by 

Indian security forces. The participants of the meeting noted that Pakistan is 

effectively fighting terrorism and has made phenomenal progresses in war against 

terrorism. Escalation on LoC and Eastern borders will shift Pakistan’s focus away 

from its efforts to eliminate terrorism from our soil at a critical stage, and is 

detrimental to the successes made by Pakistan in war on terror. Nevertheless, 

Pakistani nation and its Armed Forces are fully prepared to respond to any threats. 
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Referring to recent propaganda and false claims of surgical strikes made by India, 

the forum concluded that India should resolve the long standing issue of Kashmir 

for enduring peace in the region, instead of such futile efforts of diverting attention 

of the world. India must stop atrocities in Kashmir and recognize the just and 

legitimate struggle of Kashmiris for their right of self-determination. 

 

Eighth meeting of NSC, 31st May 2017 

During its seventh meeting held on 31st May 2017, the National Security Committee 

deliberated upon overall internal and external security situation of the country. 

Situation on eastern and western borders was also discussed. National Security 

Committee expressed serious concern over the atrocities of Indian forces on the 

innocent people of Jammu and Kashmir and resolved to continue moral and 

diplomatic support to the Kashmiris. The Committee also expressed satisfaction over 

the sustained gains achieved from anti-terrorism operations, particularly Operation 

Radd-ul-Fasaad. Security for China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) projects 

also came under discussion during the meeting. 

 

Ninth meeting of NSC, 7 June 2017   

The ninth meeting of NSC was held in the backdrop of grave deterioration in the 

security situation in Afghanistan. Taking note of the massive explosion in Kabul 

which killed over a hundred people, the NSC strongly condemned this brutal 

incident of terrorism in Kabul and resolved to remain steadfast and resolute in 

support of Afghan people. Participants of the committee expressed concern on the 

deteriorating security situation in Afghanistan and strongly rejected the baseless 

allegations against Pakistan in that context. 
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It was highlighted that Pakistan was the only country in the Afghan equation which 

has achieved clear and measurable success against terrorism despite limited capacity 

and huge human and economic costs. Pakistan has not only remained committed to 

a peaceful and stable Afghanistan but also worked with all regional and global 

initiatives to that end. At the same time Pakistan has shown exceptional restraint 

even when Afghan territory was used for terrorist acts in Pakistan which resulted in 

massive human losses. Pakistan was fully cognizant of institutional collaboration by 

elements hostile to Pakistan and will defend itself resolutely against manifest and 

future threats. The Committee expressed the resolve and commitment to continue 

Pakistan’s ongoing efforts for local, regional and global peace. 

Formulation of National Security Policy 

National Security Division has also been assigned to conduct nation-wide 

consultations on a draft National Security Policy (NSP) encompassing all issues 

relating to national security including challenges to national sovereignty and 

territorial integrity as well as issues concerning human security i.e. energy, water, 

food security, protection of rights of all citizens, governance and economic 

empowerment of the people of Pakistan. Dialogue with concerned stakeholders is 

underway to make the exercise objective and inclusive.  
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Security dialogue with international counterparts 

Another essential/core function of the National Security Division is to 

establish links and initiate dialogue with national security agencies of other 

countries with a view to enhancing understanding for Pakistan’s security situation 

and promote bilateral/multilateral cooperation on counter-terrorism and security 

matters.  In this regard, the Division has initiated National Security Dialogue with 

several international partners including Japan, Iran and Russia. National Security 

Adviser Lt. Gen. Nasser Khan Janjua paid an official visit to Japan in December 

2016 to exchange views with Japanese leadership on issues of regional security. 

During the visit, the Adviser held detailed discussions with his Japanese 

counterpart besides meeting the Japanese Minister for Defence, the State Minister 

for Foreign Affairs and several senior defence and security officials. The visit 

paved the way for the return visit to Pakistan by Japan’s State Minister for Foreign 

Affairs Mr. Nobou Kishi.  

As part of periodic regional security consolations, National Security Adviser Lt. 

Gen. (Ret.) Nasser Khan Janjua visited Russia on 22-25 May 2017 to attend the 

8th International Meeting of High Ranking Officials Responsible for Security 

Matters, which was held in Zavidovo Resort on the outskirts of Moscow. The 

themes for the 2017 meeting were “The main directions of international 

cooperation in fighting transnational organized crime” and “The role of modern 

technologies in the international information security ad measures to 

maintain”.  During the course of the conference, the Advisor delivered a 

statement in the plenary session to projects Pakistan’s policy and efforts for 

maintenance of peace and stability in the region and our significant achievements 

in counterterrorism. The Adviser also held side-line meetings with his 

counterparts from Russia, China, Afghanistan and Egypt. 



19 
 

In the context of the tense security situation on our Eastern and Western borders, 

National Security Adviser has established useful contacts with his counterparts 

from Afghanistan, India and US and efforts are being made for creating a 

common ground for sustained and structured security dialogue with these 

important countries. As ongoing work, consultations with Tajikistan, Nigeria and 

Egypt are in the pipeline.  

National Security Adviser Meetings with foreign dignitaries 

In order to maintain regular liaison with important countries and to explore 

avenues for new dialogue partners, National Security Adviser has been meeting 

with foreign diplomats based in Islamabad, as and when required, and receiving 

foreign security officials during their visits to Islamabad. During the period under 

review, the Adviser met with a number of foreign diplomats and received visiting 

delegations. A few important meetings are mentioned below:  

 

 Meeting with Indian High Commissioner H.E. Mr. Gautam H. Bambawale  

on 12 July 2016 at NSA Office 

 Meeting with Lt. Gen Sandy Storrie CBE, UK Deputy Commander 

Operation Resolute Support on 13 July 2016 

 Meeting with H.E. Thomas Drew, British High Commissioner on 14 July 

2016 

 Meeting with Mr. Tadamichi Yamamoto, Special Representative of the 

Secretary General for the United Nations Assistance Mission in 

Afghanistan (UNAMA) on 4 August 2016 

 Meeting with Norwegian Foreign Minister along with their entourage at 

NSA office on 18 August 2016 

 Meeting with Mr. Own Jenkins, British Prime Ministers Special 

Representative on Afghanistan and Pakistan on 6 September 2016 

 Meeting with HE Ambassador Franz-Michael, EU Special Representative 

to Afghanistan on 19 September 2016 

 Meeting with Commander of the Turkish Land Forces on 21 September 

2016 
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 Meeting with Mr. Stephan Steinlein, State Secretary of the Federal Foreign 

Office, Germany on 22 September 2016  

 Meeting with H.E Mr. Sherif Shaheen, Ambassador of Arab Republic of 

Egypt  

 Meeting with General Petr Pavel, Chairman Military Committee, NATO 

along with entourage on 6 October 2016 

 Meeting with H.E. Mr. Sun Weidong, Ambassador of China at NSA 

Office on 6 October 2016 

 Meeting with Sir Nicholas Carter, Chief of General Staff, UK, on 19 

October 2016 

 Meeting with H.E Abdullah M. Al-Zahrani, Ambassador Saudi Arabia on 

21 October 2016 at NSA Office 

 Meeting with British NSA on 24 October 2016 

 Meeting with US Ambassador H.E. Mr. David Hale on 26 October 2016 

 Meeting with Australian High Commissioner HE Ms. Margaret Adamson 

on 19 December 2016 at NSA Office 

 Meeting with H.E Dr. Ali Yassin Mohammad Karim, Ambassador of Iraq 

on 12 January 2017 

 Meeting with H.E Mrs. Khadija Mohammad Al-Makhdoomi, Ambassador 

of Somalia on 12 January 2017 

 Meeting with H.E Ms. Ina Lepel, German Ambassador on 20 January 2017 

 Meeting with Mr. Dominic Jermey, British Ambassador to Kabul on 25 

January 2017 

 Meeting with H.E. Mr. Allauddin Boroujerdi along with  Iranian 

Delegation on 27 January 2017 

 Meeting with Afghan Journalist Delegation on 5 April 2017 

 Meeting with Afghan Ambassador on 5 April 2017 

 Meeting with H.E Mr. Sherali Jononov, Ambassador of the Republic of 

Tajikistan on 12 April 2017 at NSA office 

 Meeting with Ms. Laurel Miller, Acting Special Rep for Afghanistan and 

Pakistan accompanied with Mr. David Hale, Ambassador, Mr. Jed Royal, 

Dy. Asstt Secy of Defence and Note taker on 18 April 2017 

 Meeting with Mr. David Mc Allister, Member of the European Parliament, 

Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee accompanied with 6 member 

delegation of the European Parliament on 19 April 2017 

 Meeting with Japanese Ambassador on 20 April 2017 

 Meeting with Brig. Ghanem Ali Ghanem Al Ali, Military Attaché & Dean 

of COSA, UAE Embassy, Islamabad on 27 April 2017 at NSA Office 

 Meeting with Iranian Foreign Minister on 3 May 2017 



21 
 

 Meeting with Mr. Nobuo Kishi, State Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan 

on 4 May 2017 

 Meeting with Ambassador Sabine Sparwasser,  Special Rep to Afghanistan 

and Pakistan from Germany on 4 May 2017 

 Meeting with European Union Delegation (Project Team on 

"Strengthening Resilience to Violence and Extremism") on 9 May 2017 

 Meeting with Mr. Indrika Ratwate, UNHCR, on 9 June 2017 
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ACTIVITIES GALLERY 
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